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Statement Regarding Michigan HB 6256/SB 1388

September 1, 2010

Asian and Pacific Islander American Vote – Michigan is a nonpartisan nonprofit organization that serves the Asian and Pacific Islander American (APIA) community through civic participation, advocacy, and education. At 2.4% of Michigan’s population, our state’s approximate 239,000 APIAs are a small but fast-growing population while other populations are declining.

APIAVote-Michigan has joined with labor, faith, civil rights, business, and community leaders as a part of the Reform Immigration FOR America coalition, in support of comprehensive immigration reform. 

Immigrant populations, like many Asian Pacific Islander Americans, come to this country to pursue the American Dream – and come because they believe in an America that stands for fairness, equality, opportunity, and freedom.

Now, House Bill 6256 and Senate Bill 1388 have been introduced in Michigan. These proposals run exactly counter to the promises of equal opportunity and freedom for all, essentially promoting racial profiling. APIAVote-Michigan stands against the inhumanity and incivility of these pieces of legislation. 

In addition, the requirements of HB 6256 and SB 1388 would impose on law enforcement responsibilities that take them away from their primary role: to keep us safe. Instead of focusing taxpayer resources on real public safety concerns, police officers would be chasing around anyone who might appear to look like an undocumented immigrant. 

The Arizona economy has been hard hit by a national boycott of the state after the passage of Senate Bill 1070.  More than 30 conventions were cancelled. That has cost the state at least $100 million so far. What kind of economy do we want to see in Michigan?

Everyone agrees that the immigration system is broken, unfair, and in urgent need of reform. Ensuring that we have an immigration system that restores fairness, restores due process, reunifies families, and reduces visa backlogs is of the utmost importance. We have a broken immigration system and a real fix is needed. 

Criminalization and anti-immigrant policies like Michigan House Bill 6256 and Senate Bill 1388 do not address the problem. Instead, steps need to be taken toward national comprehensive immigration reform. We need a real solution that truly addresses the problems in our immigration system.
For more information about APIAVote-Michigan, visit www.apiavotemi.org. 
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