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Registering and Voting in Michigan 
How do I register to vote in Michigan? 
To register to vote you must be … 
· a U.S. citizen; 
· at least 18 years of age by election day; 
· a resident of Michigan and the city or township where you are applying to register to vote. 
Where. You can register to vote for federal, state, and local elections by mail; at your county, city, or township clerk's office; or by visiting any Secretary of State branch office.  You can also contact ACCESS at 313-843-2844 or APIAVote-Michigan at michigan@apiavote.org, P.O. Box 44613, Detroit, MI 48244. 
When. You must register at least 30 days before the election. This gives the clerk time to process the forms and send you a Voter Identification Card. You must also re-register to vote whenever you move to a new city or township. 
How. If you move within a city or township, you must update your address. This can be handled through your local clerk, at a Secretary of State branch office, by mail or at any other location where voter registrations are accepted. Michigan voters must use the same residential address for voter registration and driver's license purposes. Consequently, if you submit a driver's license address change, it will be applied to your voter registration. Similarly, if you submit a voter registration address change, it will be applied to your driver's license. 
First-time voter. If you have never voted in Michigan and register by mail, you must appear in person to vote in the first election in which you wish to participate. This requirement does not apply if (1) you personally hand deliver the mail registration form to your county, city or township clerk's office instead of mailing the form (2) you are 60 years of age or more (3) you are disabled or (4) you are eligible to vote under the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act. 
If you have never voted in Michigan and register by mail, you may also be subject to a new identification requirement provided under federal law. The identification requirement is explained on the mail-in registration form. 

Identification at the Polls.  Michigan does have a voter identification requirement at the polls. Voters are asked to present an acceptable photo ID such as a Michigan driver's license or identification card. Please note that voters who do not have an acceptable form of ID or failed to bring it with them to the polls still can vote. They simply sign a brief affidavit stating that they're not in possession of a photo ID. Their ballots are included with all others and counted on Election Day.

Assistance at the Polls.  You have the right to bring an individual of your choice (such as an interpreter) to assist you in the voting process at the polls or to get assistance in your language from anyone you choose, including a poll-worker, as long as that person is not your employer, an agent of your employer, or your union official.
Moving. Whenever you move to a new city or township, you must re-register to vote. If you move within a city or township, you must update your address. This can be handled through your local clerk, at a Secretary of State branch office, or by mail. Michigan voters must use the same residential address for voter registration and driver's license purposes. Consequently, if you submit a driver's license address change, it will be applied to your voter registration. Similarly, if you submit a voter registration address change, it will be applied to your driver's license. 

Mail-in Forms. You can download a copy of the voter registration form at www.michigan.gov/vote. Mail the completed form to the address indicated on the form. If you register by mail, you must vote in person at your assigned precinct the first time you vote, unless you are: 
· disabled as defined by state law 

· 60 years of age or older 

· temporarily residing overseas. 

If you are temporarily outside the U.S., you may use a Federal Postcard Application (FPCA) form to register. The FPCA forms are distributed through U.S. embassies and military bases. A Michigan resident who moves and registers out of state may not re-register to vote in Michigan until he or she reestablishes residency here. 
You may also register at the same time you renew your driver's license by mail. Eligible drivers receive a voter registration application in the mail with their driver's license renewal information.

Questions.  For more information, polling site locations, or questions you can go to www.michigan.gov/vote or contact ACCESS at 313-843-2844 or APIAVote-Michigan at P.O. Box 44613, Detroit, MI 48244.
